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appears to us, is the price the Muslim Caliphate paid
to conclude a treaty with the King of the Franks and
the Emperor of the Holy Roman Empire.

The Prankish chronicle, about the relations of
Charlemagne with Al-Rashid, was the object of the
recent research. Opinions differed, some believing and
supporting and others denying it. The Orientalist
Reinault was among those who believed and supported
it. On the other hand, the Russian Orientalists Bart-
hold and Wasiliew were among those who denied and
contradicted it Barthold dealt with it in a special
chapter in his book entitled Christlichen Ostens, and
inquired as to the motives which could lead to con-
tracting such relations between the Muslim Caliph
and the Christian Emperor, the value of the events
reported by the European chronicle and the proofs
which supported them. Barthold discusses that it
is certainly possible that there were relations and
embassies between Charlemagne and the Patriarch of
Jerusalem. There were religious and trade interests
between them which would necessitate such relations.
But this does not prove that embassies were exchanged
between Al-Rashid and Charlemagne. As for the story
of the elephant which was carried from the East to the
Court of Charlemagne, while admitting its authenticity,
there is no proof that it was sent by the Caliph or that
it was sent for political reasons. It is certain that
embassies were exchanged between Al-Rashid and
Irene, Empress of Constantinople, but, in general, there
is no proof, that Al-Rashid had any knowledge of
Charlemagne or his kingdom.10
Wasiliew, in his research, agrees with Barthold
in denying the authenticity of the relations and the
exchange of embassies, and gives as the most decisive
proof, the fact that the Oriental sources make no